
MUKWONAGO, WI — APRIL 29, 2020 — Exemplifying the versatility of Banker Wire’s architectural mesh in residential 
applications, designer and homeowner Jane Hope, incorporated an antique plated SZ-3 wire mesh within the design of 
her custom fireplace. Thoughtfully selected for its unique semi-transparent characteristics, the metal mesh compliments 
the honest, raw material design, creating a feature that is instantly recognized for its sleek form and striking aesthetic. 

Because the fireplace is the focal point in the center of the space, Jane Hope was looking for a material that would allow 
the light to pass through the top portion of the unit, while maintaining a similar visual heft that the other materials in the 
room—wood, concrete and stone—provide. She therefore began to explore transparency using metal. “Laser cut sheets 
look flimsy and buckle without support over a large surface,” she explains. “I explored a design with a series of custom 
metal rods, but composing with multiple pieces also required more structure than I wanted. Working with metal shops 
can be stressful, where the designer has to specify extremely accurately, which can be a costly gamble.” That’s when 
her colleague designer Lee Kline suggested Banker Wire’s mesh—because it was transparent, high quality, and in sheets 
manufactured to size.

With support from Rieger Architectural Products—Banker Wire’s Canadian-based manufacturing representative—the 
homeowner specified SZ-3 to use as a surround for the top portion of the fireplace unit. This space is framed in a way 
to complement the simplicity of the overall design concept. Woven in steel and finished with antique brass plating, the 
mesh pattern utilizes Banker Wire’s exclusive embossed technology. Highly defined facets in the crimped wire reveal an 
alligator skin-like texture—a unique texture that is enhanced even further by the use of the secondary finish. The semi-
transparent weave also pairs well with the natural linen upholstery in the space, and the antique brass picks up the bronze 
details of the mid-century furnishings in the room. 

With a 27% open area, Banker Wire’s SZ-3 pattern visually conceals the upper components of the fireplace in a subtle 
manner. The pattern’s thin, strong and dense arrangement also provides structural security, which aligns with the design 
intent of the overall fireplace, fabricated by Anthony Concrete Design Inc. The precast, fibre-reinforced and natural-
colored concrete forms an L-shape around the fireplace that allows the structure to become an organic part of the space. 
Paired together with the wire mesh, the end result is a stunning fireplace focal feature that exudes a luxury look and feel.

“Banker Wire is inspiring to design with in residential projects—it has heritage, because we have all experienced it in our 
lives in elevators and commercial projects,” says Jane. “It has authenticity, it is beautifully crafted, and delivers a luxury 
look and feel. There is such a wide range of patterns and metal finishes—the possibilities are endless.” 

###

About Banker Wire 
Banker Wire is the world’s leading manufacturer of woven and welded wire mesh for architectural and industrial 
applications. From intricate design highlights in architectural environments to large-scale industrial applications, the 
company’s scalable operations ensure every mesh job is precisely manufactured according to the specifications of each 
order. Durable, sustainable and available in thousands of patterns, wire mesh is the ideal medium to satisfy any project 
regardless of its function or aesthetic. Founded in 1896, Banker Wire’s state-of-the-art facility in Mukwonago, Wisconsin 
employs proprietary equipment and processes that have been refined for more than a century, bringing unmatched 
customization, variety, quality and service to customers globally. For more information visit www.bankerwire.com.

About Architectural Woven Wire Mesh
Pre-crimped woven wire mesh is constructed of individual wires that are crimped prior to being woven together on a 
loom. Pre-crimping the wires provides a much higher degree of control during the weaving process. This allows for far 
more intricate and interesting patterns, as well as unique customization, to meet the vision of the designer. Banker Wire 
has refined and innovated its crimping process more than any other manufacturer, delivering more than 8,000 different 
spacing, diameter, and crimp combinations, plus endless customization options. As a result, Banker can make any woven 
wire mesh pattern imaginable – manufactured to specify for any project type.

WIRE MESH TRANSFORMS CUSTOM FIREPLACE INTO STUNNING CENTERPIECE
Versatility and semi-transparent characteristics provide a variety of design opportunities
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